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In 1992 my 48-page chapbodReady When You Are, Mr Rathbone’: Aalso a fascinating historical novel. Paris in 1888le more than a
Review of the Universal Holmes Filmsas published by the Northerndecade since the Prussian siege, is a mixtureaftiedecadence, high
Musgraves. Brief as it is, for years it was theyogiibstantial study of civilisation and deep cruelty — a Jekyll-and-Hydt ¢hat becomes a
the twelve Sherlock Holmes pictures that Basil Ratte and Nigel major character, as alive as Sarah Bernhardt, JRoesell Lowell, John
Bruce made for Universal. Now Middlesex UniversiBress (The Tussaud and the othdramatis personae

Burroughs, Hendon, London NW4 4BT) is preparing foblish ~Thjryfive years agoTim Pigott-Smith played Dr Watson to John
some_thlng_very much more substantihgland’s Secret Weapon: Thewood's Holmes in the Royal Shakespeare Companystanding
Wartime Films of Sherlock Holmey our membeAmanda J Field (30 production of William Gillette’s playSherlock HolmesSince then he
June, £11.99). By examining them in the contexthef time in which hag presented a television documentary about teat gretective,
they were made, Ms Field is able to show us thavdsal's Baker recorded Hesketh Pearson’s biography of Arthur @oBmyle, and
S_treet D_ozen_ were considerably more than the pedations of the two played Holmes himself, in Roy Apps’s fine radio megisation ofThe
cinematic aristocrats that Fox had made in 193% $lorks as a yjley of Fear In August last year his bodkie Dragon TattogHodder
volunteer with the Lancelyr_1 Green Bequest at Pmmm which gave children’s Books, 338 Euston Road, London NW1 384;99) was
her access to an extraordinary amount of primarieri@ — scripts, puplished — and as it's the first in a series chlldhe Baker Street
contracts, correspondence with the Conan Doylehbret — but she has ysteries, I'm at a loss as to why | hadn't heafdt efore! The basic
also dug far deeper than any previous Holmes scfefeong various premise isn't new: at present there are three atbeies of children’s
archives in Los Angeles. Thanks to Ms Field, we eppreciate how hooks about the Baker Street irregulars, and thegaatradict each
cunningly Rathbone and Bruce are linked to theigiorin Victorian gther to a degree, which is to be expected as rifeniation in the
England, which American audiences in 1942 saw asastion of canon is minimal. The important thing is that Mgétt-Smith handles
democracy. She charts the less than straightfordavelopment of the 4t premise with great skill. You have to accésat Holmes was still in

series, from blatant propaganda through gothic ewrtystery to the | gndon in 1893, and still endeavouring to bring fBssor Moriarty to
introduction of theemme fataleDespite the book’s titlefhe Hound of justice; also that his band of ‘irregulars’ didwome into being until

the BaskervillesandThe Adventures of Sherlock Holnae dealt with ihen Just don't worry about it. Immerse yourselfthe breathlessly

in some detail, thoughhe House of FeaPursuit to AlgiersandTerror  gyciting adventures of young Sam Wiggins in histbidescue his friend
by Nightreceive little attention. | do have some minorbiples. The apn-Li Chang from Moriarty’s henchman Colonel Malers (a worthy
Swiss musician at the beginning Sherlock Holmes and the Secrefqgition to the gallery of villainous colonels),danf the Baker Street
Weaporis playing a hammered dulcimer, lackbret} not a xylophone. page oy Billy Chizzell in his search for the migsdetective. The story
Irene Adler's disguise was as ‘a slim youth', not @stler. The 1959 i \yritten with an actor’s sensibility, in shortatnatic scenes, cutting
Hammer filmThe Hound of the Baskervilleles not feature a s€ancesom one situation to another. Philip Pullman, ess, says, ‘Anyone
And | fancy that William Gillette would have beefsappointed to be yiting a new Sherlock Holmes tale needs sharp avitba keen sense of
told that he played Sherlock Holmes with an Amerieacent. But, as | grama, and Tim Pigott-Smith has those in abundaficee! I'm looking

said, these are minor mattetsngland’s Secret Weapds a splendid forward to The Rose of Afrigadue in August, an@hadow of Eviin
achievement, one of those books that force yoadk anew at a subject octgper.

that had h b too familiar. .

athad, pernaps, ecomg 00 fami |ar- o The latest product of Paul Spiring’s researches rgnhe works of
Gyles Brandreth began his Oscar Wilde Murde'r Mysteries in _granﬂertram Fletcher Robinson is The World of Vanity Fair(MX
style. The_ second book was actually bet_ter tharfitee and the third, Publishing Ltd, 335 Princess Park Manor, Royal Britzondon N11
Oscar Wilde and the Dead Man's Smigohn Murray, 338 Euston 3Gx; £75.00 or $145.00). In his short life, Robinswas a remarkably
Road, London NW1 3BH; £16.99), consolidates andrawgs on that ,oific journalist, editingThe Daily Expressvanity FairandThe World
achievement. From a prologue in the Chamber of dierat Madame iy aqdition to his other literary pursuitganity Fair, which nothing in
Tussaud’s we are taken back eight years, to Wiltlais of the United ommon but the name with today’s magazine, begarl§68 as a
States in 1882, where he acquires a valet andvedsiiom robbery or gairical journal — though we would consider théirsavery polite. Its
worse by a sharp-shooting gambler. On the voyag# ba Europe he most famous feature, from January 1869 until theamme folded in
falls in with the great actor-manager Edmond Larigeaand agrees 101914, was the series of full-colour caricaturesalébrated persons, with
assist him in translatingamletfor production at the Théatre La Grangg,ymorous text attributed to ‘Jehu Junior’. The mustific artists were
in Paris. At Liverpool the customs officials findat, instead of books, ¢4 Pellegrini, who signed his work ‘Ape’, andslie Ward, otherwise
one of Wilde's cases contains a dead dog. The grgairt of the story ‘Spy’, but there were at least twenty-four othenscluding James
takes place in Paris, where Oscar Wilde meets b8l for the first Jacques Tissot and Max Beerbohm. Between 1905iartbath in 1907
time, in the person of Robert Sherard, the narrafothese histories. piecher Robinson contributed fifteen articledte Windsor Magazine
(Sherard, who knew Mr Brandreth's father, actuailgs a friend of ynder the title ‘Chronicles in Cartoon’, in which heprinted nearly four
Wilde’s, and his first biographer.) When Wilde'defanow La Grange's pyndred — about a fifth — of theanity Fair caricatures published so
dresser, is killed, Sherard takes over his réla waitnesses both the far, but grouped under headings that began withyaRg and
triumphant production of Shakespeare’s tr_agedwbe(dilsmtegratlon_of proceeded through ‘Politics’, ‘Music’, ‘Empire Bdirs’, ‘Leaders of
the company. La Grange's children, his Hamlet anphelia, die Rejigion’ and the likeThe World of Vanity Faireprints those fifteen
suddenly and spectacularly. Finally La Grange hifrisekilled in his — gyticles, nearly 280 pages of them, in full-coldacsimile. You'll be
dressing room. In an epllogue,. again at Madame aubs, Wilde and yeen to know, I'm sure, whether Spy's famous pdrtcd William
Sherard discuss the case with Arthur Conan Doyt thg? truth - Gilette is here. Sadly, it isn’t, because Robinsid before his project
emerges at last — as does the macabre _&gmfnaxtnttee pook s title. got as far as ‘The Stage’, but what we do haveykiido Mr Spiring, is
Oscar Wilde and the Dead Man’s Smike an exceptionally good g extraordinarily rich gallery of late Victorianotables — which

detective story (at one stage, | think, Gyles Bretid borrows nfortunately comes at an extraordinarily high eriespecially for a
inspiration from John Dickson Carr, the greatestexin the genre). It's paperback.



Just arrived in the post iBhe Hound of the Baskervillea Sherlock Coniam’s interview with him at  http://movietone-
Holmes Graphic Novel, adapted kan Edginton and illustrated byNJ  news.blogspot.com/search/label/Douglas%20Wilmer

Culbard (SelfMadeHero, 5 Upper Wimpole Street, I_,ond(_)n WIEP6E The next major symposium for Conan Doyle’s #3tniversary will be
£14.99). The address, so close to Conan Doyle’swng room, «The Remarkable Characters of Sir Arthur Conan By be held at
inspires confidence, as does the foreword by D&Btehower. It's Very the Llly Library at Indiana University, Bloomingto Indiana on 26
stylish, and obviously done with affection and ligence, as the careful September. Speakers include Nicholas Meyer, Leglieger, Susan
floor plan of 221B indicates. B(.es[des, how coulcycme, resist ”}e Rice, Clifford Goldfarb, Roy Pilot and Steven Daylaformation and
advertisements on an omnibus: ‘R Stephens & Co®e'LBros’, regjstration is ahttp:/lillylibraryholmesconference.ning.com/

Hoffmanstal’, ‘The Blakely Ballet...2 =~ Sherlock Holmes Mystery Magaziisepublished quarterly by Wildside
Last month's symposium at Harvard University, ‘Sirthur Conan press |LC (9710 Traville Gateway Drive, #234, Raté&vMD 20850,
Doyle: A Sesquicentennial Assessment’, coincidetth the publication ysa) and edited byarvin Kaye. The second issue features fiction,
of the latest volume in the BSI Manuscript Serfgs,Painful a Scandal ¢ g Holmesian, by Ron Goulart, Darrell SchweitzGary Lovisi, MJ
edited byJohn Bergquist ($35.00 plus postage), which reproduces th&jjiott and others, as well as a reprint of ‘The ddtave Ritual’, plus
MS of ‘The Three Students’ (held at Harvard) togettvith scholarly |aviews by Carol Buggé and Kim Newman, and somesimgutrivia.

essays by, among others, Guy Marriott and Nichbleehin.Papers at apnual subscriptions are $36.00 in the US and V2l8ewhere.
an Exhibitionedited byPeter AccardoandDaniel Posnansky($35.00

Eg;egossé?%i)bgw Ego‘?(ust,)“tigee?hgr%ttﬁbtﬁ; izgﬁg&?ﬁi acr;itlilr:]:;itr?g finally closed, and that the various rights are megistered wittConan
exhibition in the Houghton LibranEver Westward: Sir Arthur Conan Doyle Estate Ltd

Doyle in American Cultureedited byPeter Accarda The catalogue is Chris Music reports thathe Amateur Mendicant Society of Detroitis
not, apparently, available separately. The limidilion — 75 copies — still going strong after sixty-three years. The isty¢s website is at
will cost $195.00 plus postage. Seaw.bakerstreetjournal.coffor full  www.amateurmendicant.blogspot.com

details. Orders should be sent to The Baker Sinegulars, Michael H peter Blau reminds me th&dward Judd, whose most important
Kean, 3040 Sloat Road, Pebble Beach, CA 93953-2833A. starring role was in Val Guest's filffihe Day the Earth Caught Fire
[*Naturally I hope to review these books in due i=&u*] played Barrymore in the 1983 Mapleton filffihe Hound of the
Alistair Duncan reports that th8herlock Holmes Museumat 239 Baskervilles with lan Richardson as Holmes. Edward Judd die@4
Baker Street plans to publish a book of letterStierlock Holmes. Such February at the age of seventy-six.

letters have been delivered to the museum sincesyAiational left The music ofRichard Arnell, who died on 10 April aged ninety-one, is
Abbey House, which occupies the address 221 BakeetS only now receiving its due in the way of recordiktis delightful score
Alistair also notes that the brass plaque that inagalled by the door for Kenneth Macmillan’s 1953 ball@the Great Detectivvas released
(unveiled by Jeremy Brett, | think) was removeddoefthe complete last year on Epoch.

rebuilding of Abbey House and has not yet beerstated. Does anyone The dramatistRoyce Ryton died on 14 April aged eighty-four. His
know what's become of it? greatest success came in 1972 @itbwn Matrimoniaj a play about the
David Stuart Davies offers a CD recording of his one-woman plagbdication crisis. 1981'Fo Kill a King, in which Sherlock Holmes
Sherlock Through the Magnifying Glassas performed by Mary investigates a plot to assassinate Edward VII, less successful.
Wooldridge for the Northern Musgraves in 1992. Teeformance is Dom DeLuise the plump baby-facedctor and comedian, died on 4
excellent, and the 28-minute recording is crisp eledr. (David Stuart May aged seventy-five. His performance as the teiler Gambetti is

Davies, Heaton House, 14 Heaton Road, Gledholtdeisdield HD1 one of the best things in Gene Wilder's uneven ayiihe Adventure
4HX; overdale@btinternet.cgnf10.00 or $35.00, post-paid.) of Sherlock Holmes' Smarter Brother.

Roger Llewellyn has signed with Big Finish (PO Box 3787Joseph J Fink(‘Tonga’, BSI) died on 9 May. Scott Monty recali®ne
Maidenhead, Berkshire, SL6 3TRyww.bidfinish.com), the spoken of the things that always struck me about Joe Was e was such an
word company who have the franchises Barctor Who Robin Hood  unassuming, seemingly retiring and quiet man, yetbuld bring the
Highlanderand other high profile series, to record both a0 Stuart house down with a single line. He was a giant éworld of humor.’
Davies’s playsSherlock Holmes — The Last AatidSherlock Holmes 5, . :

g - . Philip Cornell reports the death on 15 May of thes#alian actor
— The Death and Lifeill probably be available in the autumn. Charles Tingwell at the age of eighty-six, after a career of mbant
Roger’s tour withSherlock Holmes — The Death and ldémtinues. On sixty years. In 1968 he played Bob Carruthers ie ®BC TV
11 June he’ll be aSouth Holland Arts Centre in Spalding (01775 production ofThe Solitary Cyclistwith Peter Cushing — a lost episode.

764777, www.southhollandcentre.coyk 19 June atQueens Hall Periodicals receivedirthur Conan Doyle Newsletter and Birthday File

Hexham (01434 652477;www.qgueenshall.co.)k 21 June at -
- . ’ - XVI, 22 May 2009 The Conan Doyle [Crowborough] Establishment
Grassington Festiva] Grassington (01756 752694ww.grassington- Brian Pugh, 20 Clare Road, Lewes, Sussex BN7 1PN. Camden

festival.org.ulf; on 24 June afivic Theatre, Barnsley (0845 180 0363; House Journal May 2009 & June 2009rhe Occupants of the Empty

www.barnsleycivic.co.uk and on 30 June d&uildhall Arts Centre - - .

. '’ House Debbie Tinsley, PO Box 21, Zeigler, IL 62999, USAhe
Grantham (01476 40615@ww.quildhallartscentre.coyn Illustrious Clients News April 2009 (The lllustrious Clients, Steven T
Houndby John Patrick Bray will be staged aRobert Moss Theaterat Doyle, 9 Calumet Court, Zionsville, IN 46077, USAlneffable
440 Lafayette Street in New York's East Village, @t of the Planet Twaddlg May 2009 & June 2009 be Sound of the BaskervillesTerri
Connections Festivity. Performances will be on2(,,22, 23, 24 and 25 Haugen, 3606 Harborcrest Court NW, Gig Harbor, W@32®-8981,
June. Sesvww.planetconnectionsfestivity.com/shows.html USA). The Moor: Magasin fér Sherlockianer April 2009 (The
Look out for John Sergeant's Tourist Traibn ITV in July. One Baskerville Hall Club of Sweden Anders Wiggstrom,
programme in the 3-part series will feature Shédrladolmes’s Byggmastarvagen 29, 168 32 Bromma, Swed8hgrlockiana Nr 1
Dartmoor. (Thanks to Paul Spiring and Brian Pugttlfcs.) 2009 Sherlock Holmes Klubben i Danmark Bjarne Rother Jensen,
8 jbovangen 24, 9200 Aalborg SV, Denmarkhe Torr, Spring 2009

Jon Lellenberg notes that the Estate of Dame JeamarC Doyle is

Alistair Duncan’s campaign to raise awareness of Arthur Conan Do he P Folk U The M Reqgie M D d
in South Norwood has borne fruiffhe Wiliam Stanleya JD tf chld$ po\? q ?N ?grs eg(g:lhe_ hustgra&/,g, rumlgﬂocTo
Wetherspoon pub in South Norwood High Street, novusks an ottage, avern vard, vvestbourne, Lhichestesiibussex

attractive display about Sir Arthur and his resictein the area. (Alistair 814)- ‘ _
Duncan’s bookClose to Holmes: A Look at the Connections betweéyd Scuttlebutt from the Spermaceti Pres&pril 2009 and May 2009
Historical London, Sherlock Holmes and Sir Arthuor@n Doyleis (Peter E Blau, 7103 Endicott Court, Bethesda, MB1204401, USA;

highly recommended. See DM 291.) blau7103@comcast.net

If you've read and enjoye8tage Whispers: The Memoiby Douglas oqer oﬁnson
Wilmer — and if not, why not? — | think you’ll enjoy Mduw Rg ]




